
Nursery School’s  
Large Space Offers Wide 

Variety of Learning

By Renee Plant,  
ContRiButing WRiteR

Unlike other preschools, a local nurs-
ery school in Natick boasts a historic loca-
tion and structure, a large old barn, for 
children to learn and explore.

“The facility is unique and homey, 
very non-institutional, and the play yard 

is amazing,” Daphne Damplo, director 
of  the Wellesley Cooperative Nursery 
School (WCNS), said. “We started as a 
rented space in Wellesley, but the school 
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Natick Artists Open  
Studios, Oct. 15 and 16

By Cynthia Whitty

Natick Artists Open Studios 
(NAOS) is a two-day event, Oct. 15 
and 16, with over 70 artists participat-
ing throughout town. Related events 
include a free painting event on the 
Natick Common, which was held in 
September, group shows with the art-
ists and more.

The Bacon Free Library (BFL) will 

have the work of  artists who have cre-
ated a special exhibit, up for a year, 
starting Sept. 26. Several of  the artists 
have created new work for this exhibit 
and two of  the artists have generously 
offered their work to be auctioned off  
later to support the BFL. 

To thank the artists and kick off  the 
exhibit, the BFL will host a reception 
on Sunday, Oct. 2 at 4 pm. This event 
will be free and open to the public.

Other NAOS activities:
Through October 28: Themed 

group show, “Houses,” of  Neighbor-
hood Studio artists at the Morse Insti-
tute Library, Liebowitz Hall

October 1 - 31: Group show, a sam-
pling of  some of  the artists in the Open 
Studio event, at the Center for the Arts 
in Natick (TCAN)

October 15 – 16: Open Studio 
weekend event. 70-80 artists show 
their work in studios, libraries, town 
hall, churches and more. Restaurant 
specials all weekend.

“The group show at the Morse 
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ROBERT’S 
BARBER 
SHOP

ROBERT BARBATO
Barber

rob.barbato@yahoo.com
______________________________

6 NORTH AVE, NATICK
617-818-4594

$5 OFF FIRST VISIT

Special exhibit at the BFL will be on 
display for the year. (Photo/submitted)
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Jo and Charlotte play in the loft and learn 
to share and use their imaginations.
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Big Events Planned at the  
Bacon Free Library 
By Via PeRkins,  
ContRiButing WRiteR

October is an exciting month 
for the Bacon Free Library 
(BFL), one of  two libraries in 
town. Located at 58 Eliot St. 
in South Natick, the BFL fre-
quently hosts events for all ages. 
This month the library will fea-
ture a reading from a local au-
thor, a Halloween concert and 
an online fall fundraiser.

B.A. Shapiro Author Visit
On Tuesday, Oct. 18 from 7 

p.m. to 8 p.m., New York Times 
bestselling- and award-winning 
author B.A. (Barbara) Shapiro 
will visit the BFL. “The author 
will discuss the trials and tribu-
lations of  novel writing and 
publishing, as well as her latest 
book, The Muralist,” Jacquelynn 
Burke, publicist at Algonquin 
and Algonquin Young Readers, 
said.

The Muralist is Shapiro’s sev-
enth novel. She has also pub-
lished four screenplays and a 
work of  non-fiction. The novel 
concerns the 1940 disappear-
ance of  an American painter 
named Alizée Benoit. Seventy 
years later, Benoit’s great-niece 
Danielle Abrams sets out to dis-
cover what happened to her.

“Alternating between mod-
ern day and Depression era 
America, when abstract expres-
sionism was coming into its 
own, The Muralist is a captivat-
ing mystery about the power of  
art to speak beyond its time,” 
Burke said.

Shapiro is also the author 
of  The Art Forger, which illumi-
nates the art world of  the 1940s 
by weaving together historical 
figures like Eleanor Roosevelt, 
Lee Krasner and Mark Rothko, 
with fictional characters, in a 
novel about the life and mysteri-
ous disappearance of  a brilliant 
young artist on the eve of  World 
War II.

“Not a Fright in Sight” 
Halloween Concert

Musician Jeannie Mack will 
serenade young audiences at the 
BFL on Sunday, Oct. 23 from 
10 to 11 a.m. Mack writes and 
performs songs for children, and 
the Halloween-themed show 
will be geared toward ages 1-5.

“My interactive songs, 
rhymes and hand plays include 
topics like pumpkins, trick-or-
treating, jack-o-lanterns, tickly 
spiders and silly witches,” Mack 
explained. “During the pro-
gram, I bring out a few finger 
puppets, a life-like bat puppet 
and a pop-up story about some 
friendly ghosts.”

Young audience members 
are encouraged to sing, clap, 
act out lyrics and dance dur-
ing Mack’s performance. “I’m 
hoping to see lots of  adorable 
costumed creatures at the per-
formance,” she said.

“Author Confidential” 
Fall Fundraiser

Between Sunday, Oct. 23 at 
8 p.m. and Sunday, Oct. 30 at 8 
p.m., BFL’s Fall Fundraiser will 
take place as an online auction 
through eBay. Bidders will pre-
pare questions for one or more 
of  the 79 participating writers.

Winning bidders will be able 
to ask their chosen author (or 
authors) three questions, and 
will receive a letter with their 
responses. “We’ve added a few 
authors to the page, and I’m 
very excited about the increased 
diversity within the group,” BFL 
Director Meena Jain said.

A variety of  styles and genres 
are represented, including non-
fiction, novels, short stories and 
graphic novels. Nora Roberts, 
Julius Lester, Mira Jacob, Louis 
Sachar and Beverly Jenkins are 
among the participants. For more 
information on the auction, visit 
http://baconfreelibrary.org/
event/author-confidential-on-
line-auction.

For details about the events 
listed above and to learn what 
else is new at the BFL, visit www.
baconfreelibrary.org/events.

Institute includes pieces from 
those artists in the Neighbor-
hood Studios,” Deb Sayre, an 
organizer, said. “For those at-
tendees who have not visited 
them before, the samples can 
help them decide which artists’ 
works they would like to see 
more of. While the majority of  artists show in a group show, in-

dividual studios provide more of  
the artists’ works to see in their 
own space, often with their tools 
and processes also available.”

Natick Artists Open Stu-
dios, according to their website 
natickartistsopenstudios.org, is 
comprised of  over 70 artists who 
live, work or show in Natick, and 
guest artists. The group is com-
mitted to bringing art to the local 
community by opening its studios 
and welcoming conversations 
about the experience of  creating 
art. They offer the opportunity 
to see art, learn about how it is 
made, and buy local art directly 
from the artists. Participants in-
clude painters, photographers, 
designers and creators of  jewelry, 
ceramicists, sculptors, woodwork-
ers as well as paper, fabric, glass 
and garden artists.

For more information on 
NAOS 2016, visit www.naticko-
penstudios.org.
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There will be a reception for 
artists on Oct. 2 at the BFL. 
(Photo/submitted)
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moved in 1947 to its current 
space, a big old barn, in Natick. 
“The space was initially rented, 
but the school has had exclu-
sive use of  the building since 
the 1970s.”

Damplo says the school op-
erates much like a traditional 
nursery school, offering pro-
grams for children from age 2 
through kindergarten, with the 
opportunity to attend between 
two and five days each week. 
Students may enroll in the 
morning session, or extended 
day, which runs as late at 2:30 
p.m. with flexible pick-up times.

In terms of  how the days 
at the school are structured, 
Damplo says the staff  encour-
ages students to learn through 
play.

“Every activity we offer 
teaches necessary skills, as well 
as cooperation with classmates, 
and social development cer-
tainly goes hand-in-hand with 
all the activities in the class-
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room,” Damplo said. “All the 
classrooms have this structure, 
but the setup is different based 
upon the age of  the children.”

Students who are inside can 
play with housekeeping toys, 
such as pretend kitchens, areas to 
develop literacy skills, as well as 
childhood favorites like painting 
and blocks. It’s the outdoor area, 
Damplo says, that is the school’s 
true standout.

“The play yard has a lot of  
very challenging equipment from 
a tree house to a gazebo and even 
a log cabin,” she said. “There are 
also standard swings and slides, 
but one of  the neatest things is a 
climbing structure in the shape of  
a fire engine. It’s incredible beau-
tiful and exciting for children of  
this age.”

Another area of  distinction at 
the WNCS, Damplo said, is the 
lack of  turnover among teachers.

“The average teacher has 
about 15 years of  experience at 
the school,” she said. “They have 
a lot of  experience, and a lot of  
passion for teaching.”

Jean Gooch, who started 
teaching at the school over 30 
years ago, said, “We prepare chil-
dren for kindergarten by encour-
aging them to be independent, to 
focus and have self  control, to so-
cialize and be flexible. We aim to 
develop a positive, fun approach 
to learning and problem solving.”

Each classroom has between 
two and three teachers leading 
students, with the average ratio 
being about one teacher per five 
students. Though WNCS no 
longer functions as a true coop-
erative, Damplo says parents are 
encouraged to become involved 
with the school.

“Parents can come in and 
engage in all sorts of  ways,” she 
said. “We have a parent board, as 
well as room mothers and fathers. 
There is plenty of  opportunity to 
participate.”

The school offers enrollment 
for students in Natick and neigh-
boring towns. For more informa-
tion about the school’s history and 
programs, visit http://thewelles-
leycoop.com/index.html. 
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Dedicated WCNS teachers (left to right): Christie Moses, Erica 
Scatchard, Jean Gooch, School Director Daphne Damplo, Ann Mann, 
Lorraine Williamson and Jenny Jacoby.  (Photos/submitted)

At circle time, Mrs. Mann and Mrs. Gooch lead a game where the 
children get to know each other’s names.

Alex, Miles and Jo play the snail game, which encourages cooperation.

Hey, we are wearing the same 
shirt today! (Burke and Alex)
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